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1
IMPACT MANAGEMENT OF SYSTEM TASKS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to task manage-
ment and, more particularly, but not exclusively to moditying
an impact oftasks operating on one node based on a workload
of another node.

BACKGROUND

Today, many computing tasks are performed across distrib-
uted computing environments. Typically these environments
include a plurality of nodes that may be performing a number
of different tasks. These tasks may include user initiated
tasks, system/maintenance tasks, and the like. Sometimes, the
execution of user initiated tasks on a single node may be
impacted by system/maintenance tasks executing on the same
node or another node. However, it may be difficult to deter-
mine an impact of a task on one node if the task is executing
on another node. Thus, it is with respect to these consider-
ations and others that the present invention has been made.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments of the
present invention are described with reference to the follow-
ing drawings. In the drawings, like reference numerals refer
to like parts throughout the various figures unless otherwise
specified.

For a better understanding of the present invention, refer-
ence will be made to the following Detailed Description,
which is to be read in association with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a system diagram of an environment in
which embodiments of the invention may be implemented;

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of a client device that may be
included in a system such as that shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a network device that
may be included in a system such as that shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of an overview process for dynamically
reducing an impact of tasks operating on an initiator node
based on a workload of a storage drive device on a participant
node;

FIG. 5 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for an initiator node to generate
and provide a request to a participant node;

FIG. 6 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for determining a processor
workload and a disk workload to reduce an impact of tasks
operating on one or more nodes;

FIG. 7 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for determining a processor
workload and a disk workload to increase an impact of tasks
operating on one or more nodes;

FIG. 8 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for identifying and employing
initiator nodes to modify an impact of tasks operating on the
initiator nodes; and

FIGS. 9A and 9B show an embodiment of a use case
illustration of a plurality of tasks distributed across a cluster
of nodes, where an impact of respective tasks operating on
initiator nodes that provided requests to a disk on a participant
node with a workload above a threshold.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the specification and claims, the following
terms take the meanings explicitly associated herein, unless
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the context clearly dictates otherwise. The phrase “in one
embodiment” as used herein does not necessarily refer to the
same embodiment, though it may. Furthermore, the phrase
“in another embodiment” as used herein does not necessarily
refer to a different embodiment, although it may. Thus, as
described below, various embodiments of the invention may
be readily combined, without departing from the scope or
spirit of the invention.

In addition, as used herein,, the term “or” is an inclusive
“or” operator, and is equivalent to the term “and/or,” unless
the context clearly dictates otherwise. The term “based on” is
not exclusive and allows for being based on additional factors
not described, unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. In
addition, throughout the specification, the meaning of “a,”
“an,” and “the” include plural references. The meaning of
“in” includes “in” and “on.”

As used herein, the term “node” refers to a physical com-
puting device, including, but not limited to, network devices,
servers, processors, cloud architectures, or the like. A node
may also include virtual machines, or the like. In at least one
of the various embodiments, nodes may be arranged in a
cluster interconnected by a high-bandwidth, low latency net-
work backplane. In at least one of the various embodiments,
non-resident clients may communicate to the nodes in a clus-
ter through high-latency, relatively low-bandwidth front side
network connections, such as Ethernet, or the like.

As used herein, the term “cluster” refers to one or more
logically connected nodes. In some embodiments, each node
within a cluster may communicate information about nodes
within the cluster to other nodes in the cluster. In some other
embodiments, a cluster may include a coordinator node to
delegate actions between the nodes in the cluster, manage a
status of the cluster, or the like.

As used herein, the term “initiator node” refers to a node
that provides a request to a node. As used herein, the term
“participant node” refers to a node that receives a request
from a node. In one embodiment, a participant node may
provide access to at least one storage drive device. In some
embodiments, the participant node and the initiator node may
be different and/or separate nodes. For example, Node A (i.e.,
initiator node) may provide a storage drive access request to
Node B (i.e., participant node). In other embodiments, the
participant node and the initiator node may be a same node.
For example, Node A (i.e., initiator node) may provide a
request to access a storage drive device local to Node A (i.e.,
participant node).

As used herein, the term “thread” refers to a portion and/or
a subset of a process (e.g., a task) that can be individually
scheduled for processing by a computing device. A plurality
of threads of a process may share resources between the
plurality of threads. In some embodiments, a thread can be
fractionally increased and/or decreased. As used herein, the
term “fractional thread” refers to an amount of work pro-
cessed by a thread in a given amount of time that is less than
a maximum possible amount of work processed by the thread
for the given amount of time. In some embodiments, a frac-
tional thread may be a thread that may be maintained in a state
of readiness without producing work associated with a task.

In one embodiment, a thread can be reduced by a fractional
thread by reducing an amount of processing performed by the
thread for a given period of time. For example, if a thread is
performing five operations per millisecond, then the thread
may be fractionally reduced to perform three operations per
millisecond. In another embodiment, a thread can be
increased by a fractional thread by increasing an amount of
processing performed by the thread for a given period of time
if the thread is not performing at maximum capacity. For
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example, if a thread has a maximum capacity of performing
24 operations per millisecond and is performing five opera-
tions per millisecond, then the thread may be fractionally
increased to perform seven operations per millisecond. In yet
other embodiments, a thread performing at maximum capac-
ity may be fractionally increased by initializing an additional
thread and/or fractional thread. For example, if a thread is
performing at maximum capacity, then the thread may be
fractionally increased by initializing another thread (i.e., a
fractional thread) that may, for example, perform 3 operations
per millisecond. However, the invention is not so limited, and
threads may be reduced and/or increased by other fractional
threads.

The following briefly describes the embodiments of the
invention in order to provide a basic understanding of some
aspects of the invention. This brief description is not intended
as an extensive overview. It is not intended to identify key or
critical elements, or to delineate or otherwise narrow the
scope. Its purpose is merely to present some concepts in a
simplified form as a prelude to the more detailed description
that is presented later.

Briefly stated, embodiments are directed towards manag-
ing an impact of a plurality of tasks distributed across a
plurality of nodes. In some embodiments, a coordinator node
may distribute the plurality of tasks across the plurality of
nodes (i.e., a cluster) such that at least a portion of each task
may operate on one or more nodes. Tasks may include, but is
not limited to, system and/or maintenance tasks. In some
embodiments, a task operating on a node may include one or
more whole and/or fractional threads executing on the node.

In at least one of the various embodiments, at least one
initiator node may generate and provide at least one requestto
at least one participant node. In some embodiments, the
request may be a storage drive access request (e.g., a disk
access request), which may include a read operation, a write
operation, or the like. In at least one of the various embodi-
ments, an initiator node may provide the storage drive access
request to one or more storage drive devices local to the node
and/or provide the storage drive access request to a different
node that provides access to one or more storage drive devices
on the different node (i.e., participant nodes).

In some embodiments, a coordinator node may determine
each storage drive device (e.g., disks) on each participant
node with a workload above a maximum threshold and/or
below a minimum threshold. In one embodiment, the coordi-
nator node may utilize statistical data from each node to
determine the workload. In some embodiments, the workload
of a storage drive device may be based on a request wait time,
a number of operations, processor utilization, and/or any
combination thereof.

If a storage drive device is determined to have a workload
above a maximum threshold, then an impact of respective
tasks on initiator nodes that provided requests to the deter-
mined storage drive devices may be reduced. Ifa storage drive
device is determined to have a workload below a minimum
threshold, then an impact of respective tasks on initiator
nodes that provided requests to the determined storage drive
device may be increased. In some embodiments, an initiator
node may reduce or increase an impact of a task by reducing
or increasing a number of threads executing on that initiator
node for that task, respectively.

In one embodiment, an impact of a task may be reduced
and/or increased based on a predefined impact policy for the
task. In some embodiments, the impact policy may include a
minimum and/or maximum number of threads that can be
executing for the task across all nodes in a cluster and/or on a
single node. In other embodiments, the impact policy for a
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4

task may define rules for reducing and/or increase an amount
of impact of the task, such as, for example, incremental step
decreases and/or increases.

Tlustrative Operating Environment

FIG. 1 shows components of one embodiment of an envi-
ronment in which embodiments of the invention may be prac-
ticed. Not all of the components may be required to practice
the invention, and variations in the arrangement and type of
the components may be made without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention. As shown, system 100 of FIG.
1 includes local area networks (“LLANs”)/ wide area networks
(“WANs”)—(network) 110, wireless network 108, client
devices 102-105, and Task Management Server Device
(“TMSD”) 112.

At least one embodiment of client devices 102-105 is
described in more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 2. In
one embodiment, at least some of client devices 102-105 may
operate over a wired and/or wireless network, such as net-
works 110 and/or 108. Generally, client devices 102-105 may
include virtually any computing device capable of communi-
cating over a network to send and receive information, per-
form various online activities, offline actions, or the like. In
one embodiment, one or more of client devices 102-105 may
be configured to operate within a business or other entity to
perform a variety of services for the business or other entity.
For example, client devices 102-105 may be configured to
operate as a web server, an accounting server, a production
server, an inventory server, or the like. However, client
devices 102-105 are not constrained to these services and may
also be employed, for example, as an end-user computing
node, in other embodiments. It should be recognized that
more or less client devices may be included within a system
such as described herein, and embodiments are therefore not
constrained by the number or type of client devices employed.

Devices that may operate as client device 102 may include
devices that typically connect using a wired or wireless com-
munications medium such as personal computers, multipro-
cessor systems, microprocessor-based or programmable
electronic devices, network PCs, or the like. In some embodi-
ments, client devices 102-105 may include virtually any por-
table personal computing device capable of connecting to
another computing device and receiving information such as,
laptop computer 103, smart mobile telephone 104, and tablet
computers 105, and the like. However, portable computing
devices are not so limited and may also include other portable
devices such as cellular telephones, display pagers, radio
frequency (“RF”) devices, infrared (“IR”) devices, Personal
Digital Assistants (“PDAs”), handheld computers, wearable
computers, integrated devices combining one or more of the
preceding devices, and the like. As such, client devices 102-
105 typically range widely in terms of capabilities and fea-
tures. Moreover, client devices 102-105 may access various
computing applications, including a browser, or other web-
based application.

A web-enabled client device may include a browser appli-
cation that is configured to receive and to send web pages,
web-based messages, and the like. The browser application
may be configured to receive and display graphics, text, mul-
timedia, and the like, employing virtually any web-based
language, including a wireless application protocol messages
(“WAP”), and the like. In one embodiment, the browser appli-
cation is enabled to employ Handheld Device Markup Lan-
guage (“HDML”), Wireless Markup Language (“WML”),
WML Script, JavaScript, Standard Generalized Markup Lan-
guage (“SGML”), HyperText Markup Language (“HTML”),
eXtensible Markup Language (“XML”), and the like, to dis-
play and send a message. In one embodiment, a user of the
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client device may employ the browser application to perform
various activities over a network (online). However, another
application may also be used to perform various online activi-
ties.

Client devices 102-105 also may include at least one other
client application that is configured to receive and/or send
content between another computing device. The client appli-
cation may include a capability to send and/or receive con-
tent, or the like. The client application may further provide
information that identifies itself, including a type, capability,
name, and the like. In one embodiment, client devices 102-
105 may uniquely identify themselves through any of a vari-
ety of mechanisms, including an Internet Protocol (“IP”)
address, a phone number, Mobile Identification Number
(“MIN™), an electronic serial number (“ESN™), or other
device identifier. Such information may be provided in a
network packet, or the like, sent between other client devices,
TMSD 112, or other computing devices.

Client devices 102-105 may further be configured to
include a client application that enables an end-user to log
into an end-user account that may be managed by another
computing device, such as TMSD 112, or the like. Such
end-user account, in one non-limiting example, may be con-
figured to enable the end-user to manage one or more online
activities, including in one non-limiting example, search
activities, social networking activities, browse various web-
sites, communicate with other users, or the like. However,
participation in such online activities may also be performed
without logging into the end-user account.

Wireless network 108 is configured to couple client
devices 103-105 and its components with network 110. Wire-
less network 108 may include any of a variety of wireless
sub-networks that may further overlay stand-alone ad-hoc
networks, and the like, to provide an infrastructure-oriented
connection for client devices 103-105. Such sub-networks
may include mesh networks, Wireless LAN (“WLAN”) net-
works, cellular networks, and the like. In one embodiment,
the system may include more than one wireless network.

Wireless network 108 may further include an autonomous
system of terminals, gateways, routers, and the like connected
by wireless radio links, and the like. These connectors may be
configured to move freely and randomly and organize them-
selves arbitrarily, such that the topology of wireless network
108 may change rapidly.

Wireless network 108 may further employ a plurality of
access technologies including 2nd (2G), 3rd (3G), 4th (4G)
5th (5G) generation radio access for cellular systems, WLAN,
Wireless Router (“WR”) mesh, and the like. Access technolo-
gies such as 2G, 3G, 4G, 5G, and future access networks may
enable wide area coverage for mobile devices, such as client
devices 103-105 with various degrees of mobility. In one
non-limiting example, wireless network 108 may enable a
radio connection through a radio network access such as
Global System for Mobil communication (“GSM”), General
Packet Radio Services (“GPRS”), Enhanced Data GSM Envi-
ronment (“EDGE”), code division multiple access
(“CDMA”), time division multiple access (“TDMA”), Wide-
band Code Division Multiple Access (“WCDMA”), High
Speed Downlink Packet Access (“HSDPA”), Long Term Evo-
Iution (“LTE”), and the like. In essence, wireless network 108
may include virtually any wireless communication mecha-
nism by which information may travel between client devices
103-105 and another computing device, network, and the
like.

Network 110 is configured to couple network devices with
other computing devices, including, TMSD 112, client device
102, and client devices 103-105 through wireless network
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108. Network 110 is enabled to employ any form of computer
readable media for communicating information from one
electronic device to another. Also, network 110 can include
the Internet in addition to local area networks (“LLANs”), wide
areanetworks (“WANSs”), direct connections, such as through
auniversal serial bus (“USB”) port, other forms of computer-
readable media, or any combination thereof. On an intercon-
nected set of LANs, including those based on differing archi-
tectures and protocols, a router acts as a link between LANGs,
enabling messages to be sent from one to another. In addition,
communication links within [LANs typically include twisted
wire pair or coaxial cable, while communication links
between networks may utilize analog telephone lines, full or
fractional dedicated digital lines including T1 , T2, T3, and
T4, and/or other carrier mechanisms including, for example,
E-carriers, Integrated Services Digital Networks (“ISDNs”),
Digital Subscriber Lines (“DSLs”), wireless links including
satellite links, or other communications links known to those
skilled in the art. Moreover, communication links may further
employ any of a variety of digital signaling technologies,
including without limit, for example, DS-0, DS-1, DS-2,
DS-3, DS-4, OC-3, OC-12, OC-48, or the like. Furthermore,
remote computers and other related electronic devices could
be remotely connected to either LANs or WAN's via a modem
and temporary telephone link. In one embodiment, network
110 may be configured to transport information of an Internet
Protocol (“IP”). In essence, network 110 includes any com-
munication method by which information may travel
between computing devices.

Additionally, communication media typically embodies
computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules, or other transport mechanism and includes any
information delivery media. By way of example, communi-
cation media includes wired media such as twisted pair,
coaxial cable, fiber optics, wave guides, and other wired
media and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared, and
other wireless media.

TMSD 112 includes virtually any network device usable to
distribute a plurality of tasks across a plurality of nodes.
TMSD 112 may perform an impact analysis on the plurality
of nodes to determine an impact of each of the plurality of
tasks on each node. In some embodiments, TMSD 112 may
determine each storage drive device (e.g., each disk) onone or
more participant nodes with a workload above a maximum
threshold and/or below a minimum threshold, where partici-
pant nodes receive storage drive access requests from initiator
nodes. TMSD 112 may employ one or more initiator nodes to
dynamically reduce and/or increase an impact of respective
tasks on the initiator nodes that provided requests to the
determined storage drive devices. In at least one of the various
embodiments, TMSD 112 may be configured to receive data
from client devices 102-105. TMSD 112 may employ pro-
cesses such as described below in conjunction with FIGS. 4-8
to perform at least some of its actions.

Devices that may be arranged to operate as TMSD 112
include various network devices, including, but not limited to
personal computers, desktop computers, multiprocessor sys-
tems, microprocessor-based or programmable consumer
electronics, network PCs, server devices, network appliances,
and the like.

Although FIG. 1 illustrates TMSD 112 as a single comput-
ing device, the invention is not so limited. For example, one or
more functions of the TMSD 112 may be distributed across
one or more distinct network devices. In some embodiments,
TMSD 112 may include one or more nodes, one or more
clusters, and/or a centralized data store.
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Moreover, TMSD 112 is not limited to a particular con-
figuration. Thus, in one embodiment, TMSD 112 may contain
a plurality of network devices. Similarly, in another embodi-
ment, TMSD 112 may contain a plurality of network devices
that operate using a master/slave approach, where one of the
plurality of network devices of TMSD 112 operates to man-
age and/or otherwise coordinate operations of the other net-
work devices. In other embodiments, the TMSD 112 may
operate as a plurality of network devices within a cluster
architecture, a peer-to-peer architecture, and/or a cloud archi-
tecture. Thus, the invention is not to be construed as being
limited to a single environment, and other configurations, and
architectures are also envisaged.

Ilustrative Client Device

FIG. 2 shows one embodiment of client device 200 that
may be included in a system implementing embodiments of
the invention. Client device 200 may include many more or
less components than those shown in FIG. 2. However, the
components shown are sufficient to disclose an illustrative
embodiment for practicing the present invention. Client
device 200 may represent, for example, one embodiment of at
least one of client devices 102-105 of FIG. 1.

As shown in the figure, client device 200 includes a pro-
cessor 202 in communication with memory 226 via bus 234.
In some embodiments, processor 202 may include one or
more central processing units (“CPU”). Client device 200
also includes a power supply 228, one or more network inter-
faces 236, an audio interface 238, a display 240, akeypad 242,
an illuminator 244, a video interface 246, an input/output
interface 248, a haptic interface 250, and a hard disk 252, and
a global positioning system (“GPS”) transceiver 232.

Power supply 228 provides power to client device 200. A
rechargeable or non-rechargeable battery may be used to
provide power. The power may also be provided by an exter-
nal power source, such as an alternating current (“AC”)
adapter or a powered docking cradle that supplements and/or
recharges a battery.

Client device 200 may optionally communicate with a base
station (not shown), or directly with another computing
device. Network interface 236 includes circuitry for coupling
client device 200 to one or more networks, and is constructed
for use with one or more communication protocols and tech-
nologies including, but not limited to, GSM, CDMA, TDMA,
GPRS, EDGE, WCDMA, HSDPA, LTE, user datagram pro-
tocol (“UDP”), transmission-control protocol/Internet proto-
col (“TCP/IP”), short message service (“SMS”), WAP, ultra
wide band (“UWB”), IEEE 802.16 Worldwide Interoperabil-
ity for Microwave Access (“WiMax”), session initiated pro-
tocol/real-time transport protocol (“SIP/RTP”), or any of a
variety of other wireless communication protocols. Network
interface 236 is sometimes known as a transceiver, transceiv-
ing device, or network interface card (“NIC”).

Audio interface 238 is arranged to produce and receive
audio signals such as the sound of a human voice. For
example, audio interface 238 may be coupled to a speaker and
microphone (not shown) to enable telecommunication with
others and/or generate an audio acknowledgement for some
action.

Display 240 may be a liquid crystal display (“LCD”), gas
plasma, light emitting diode (“LED”), organic LED, or any
other type of display used with a computing device. Display
240 may also include a touch sensitive screen arranged to
receive input from an object such as a stylus or a digit from a
human hand.

Keypad 242 may comprise any input device arranged to
receive input from a user. For example, keypad 242 may
include a push button numeric dial, or a keyboard. Keypad
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242 may also include command buttons that are associated
with selecting and sending images.

IMluminator 244 may provide a status indication and/or
provide light. Illuminator 244 may remain active for specific
periods of time or in response to events. For example, when
illuminator 244 is active, it may backlight the buttons on
keypad 242 and stay on while the client device is powered.
Also, illuminator 244 may backlight these buttons in various
patterns when particular actions are performed, such as dial-
ing another client device. Illuminator 244 may also cause
light sources positioned within a transparent or translucent
case of the client device to illuminate in response to actions.

Video interface 246 is arranged to capture video images,
such as a still photo, a video segment, an infrared video, or the
like. For example, video interface 246 may be coupled to a
digital video camera, a web-camera, or the like. Video inter-
face 246 may comprise a lens, an image sensor, and other
electronics. Image sensors may include a complementary
metal-oxide-semiconductor (“CMOS”) integrated circuit,
charge-coupled device (“CCD”), or any other integrated cir-
cuit for sensing light.

Client device 200 also comprises input/output interface
248 for communicating with external devices, such as a head-
set, or other input or output devices not shown in FIG. 2.
Input/output interface 248 can utilize one or more communi-
cation technologies, such as USB, infrared, Bluetooth™, or
the like.

Haptic interface 250 is arranged to provide tactile feedback
to auser of the client device. For example, the haptic interface
250 may be employed to vibrate client device 200 in a par-
ticular way when another user of a computing device is call-
ing. In some embodiments, haptic interface 250 may be
optional.

Client device 200 may also include GPS transceiver 232 to
determine the physical coordinates of client device 200 on the
surface of the Earth. GPS transceiver 232, in some embodi-
ments, may be optional. GPS transceiver 232 typically out-
puts a location as latitude and longitude values. However,
GPS transceiver 232 can also employ other geo-positioning
mechanisms, including, but not limited to, triangulation,
assisted GPS (“AGPS”), Enhanced Observed Time Differ-
ence (“E-OTD”), Cell Identifier (“CI”), Service Area Identi-
fier (“SAI”), Enhanced Timing Advance (“ETA”), Base Sta-
tion Subsystem (“BSS”), or the like, to further determine the
physical location of client device 200 on the surface of the
Earth. It is understood that under different conditions, GPS
transceiver 232 can determine a physical location within mil-
limeters for client device 200; and in other cases, the deter-
mined physical location may be less precise, such as within a
meter or significantly greater distances. In one embodiment,
however, mobile device 200 may through other components,
provide other information that may be employed to determine
a physical location of the device, including for example, a
Media Access Control (“MAC”) address, IP address, or the
like.

Memory 226 includes a Random Access Memory
(“RAM”) 204, a Read-only Memory (“ROM”) 222, and other
storage means. Memory 226 illustrates an example of com-
puter readable storage media (devices) for storage of infor-
mation such as computer readable instructions, data struc-
tures, program modules or other data. Memory 226 stores a
basic input/output system (“BIOS”) 224 for controlling low-
level operation of client device 200. The memory also stores
anoperating system 206 for controlling the operation of client
device 200. It will be appreciated that this component may
include a general-purpose operating system such as a version
of UNIX, or LINUX™, or a specialized client communica-
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tion operating system such as Microsoft Corporation’s Win-
dows Mobile™, Apple Corporation’s iOS™, Google Corpo-
ration’s Android™, or the Symbian® operating system. The
operating system may include, or interface with a Java virtual
machine module that enables control of hardware compo-
nents and/or operating system operations via Java application
programs.

Memory 226 further includes one or more data storage 208,
which can be utilized by client device 200 to store, among
other things, applications 214 and/or other data. For example,
data storage 208 may also be employed to store information
that describes various capabilities of client device 200. The
information may then be provided to another device based on
any of a variety of events, including being sent as part of a
header during a communication, sent upon request, or the
like. Data storage 208 may also be employed to store social
networking information including address books, buddy lists,
aliases, user profile information, or the like. Further, data
storage 208 may also store messages, web page content, or
any ofa variety of user generated content. At least a portion of
the information may also be stored on another component of
client device 200, including, but not limited to processor
readable storage media 230, hard disk 252, or other computer
readable storage medias (not shown) within client device 200.

Processor readable storage media 230 may include vola-
tile, nonvolatile, removable, and non-removable media
implemented in any method or technology for storage of
information, such as computer- or processor-readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data.
Examples of computer readable storage media include RAM,
ROM, EFElectrically FErasable Programmable Read-only
Memory (“EEPROM”), flash memory or other memory tech-
nology, Compact Disc Read-only Memory (“CD-ROM”),
digital versatile disks (“DVD”) or other optical storage, mag-
netic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other
magnetic storage devices, or any other physical medium
which can be used to store the desired information and which
can be accessed by a computing device. Processor readable
storage media 230 may also be referred to as computer read-
able storage device.

Applications 214 may include computer executable
instructions which, when executed by client device 200,
transmit, receive, and/or otherwise process network data.
Examples of application programs include, but are not limited
to calendars, search programs, email clients, IM applications,
SMS applications, voice over Internet Protocol (“VOIP”)
applications, contact managers, task managers, transcoders,
database programs, word processing programs, security
applications, spreadsheet programs, games, search programs,
and so forth. Applications 214 may include, for example,
browser 218.

Browser 218 may include virtually any application config-
ured to receive and display graphics, text, multimedia, and the
like, employing virtually any web based language. In one
embodiment, browser 218 may be enabled to employ HDML,
WML, WMLScript, JavaScript, SGML, HTML, XML, or the
like, to display and send messages. However, any of a variety
of other web-based languages may be employed. In one
embodiment, browser 218 may enable a user of client device
200 to communicate with another network device, such as
TMSD 112 of FIG. 1.

Ilustrative Network Device

FIG. 3 shows one embodiment of a network device 300,
according to one embodiment of the invention. Network
device 300 may include many more or less components than
those shown. The components shown, however, are sufficient
to disclose an illustrative embodiment for practicing the
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invention. Network device 300 may be configured to operate
as a server, client, peer, or any other device. Network device
300 may represent, for example TMSD 112 of FIG. 1. Insome
embodiments, network device 300 may be configured as one
or more nodes in a cluster of nodes.

Network device 300 includes processor 302, processor
readable storage media 328, network interface unit 330, an
input/output interface 332, hard disk drive 334, video display
adapter 336, and memory 326, all in communication with
each other via bus 338. In some embodiments, processor 302
may include one or more central processing units.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, network device 300 also can com-
municate with the Internet, or some other communications
network, via network interface unit 330, which is constructed
for use with various communication protocols including the
TCP/IP protocol. Network interface unit 330 is sometimes
known as a transceiver, transceiving device, or network inter-
face card (“NIC”).

Network device 300 also comprises input/output interface
332 for communicating with external devices, such as a key-
board, or other input or output devices not shown in FIG. 3.
Input/output interface 332 can utilize one or more communi-
cation technologies, such as USB, infrared, Bluetooth™, or
the like.

Memory 326 generally includes RAM 304, ROM 322 and
one or more permanent mass storage devices, such as hard
disk drive 334, tape drive, optical drive, and/or floppy disk
drive. Memory 326 stores operating system 306 for control-
ling the operation of network device 300. Any general-pur-
pose operating system may be employed. Basic input/output
system (“BIOS”) 324 is also provided for controlling the
low-level operation of network device 300.

Although illustrated separately, memory 326 may include
processor readable storage media 328. Processor readable
storage media 328 may be referred to and/or include com-
puter readable media, computer readable storage media, and/
or processor readable storage device. Processor readable stor-
age media 328 may include volatile, nonvolatile, removable,
and non-removable media implemented in any method or
technology for storage of information, such as computer read-
able instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data. Examples of processor readable storage media include
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory tech-
nology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other opti-
cal storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other media
which can be used to store the desired information and which
can be accessed by a computing device.

Memory 326 further includes one or more data storage 308,
which can be utilized by network device 300 to store, among
other things, applications 314 and/or other data. For example,
data storage 308 may also be employed to store information
that describes various capabilities of network device 300. The
information may then be provided to another device based on
any of a variety of events, including being sent as part of a
header during a communication, sent upon request, or the
like. Data storage 308 may also be employed to store mes-
sages, web page content, or the like. At least a portion of the
information may also be stored on another component of
network device 300, including, but not limited to processor
readable storage media 328, hard disk drive 334, or other
computer readable storage medias (not shown) within client
device 300

Data storage 308 may include a database, text, spreadsheet,
folder, file, or the like, that may be configured to maintain and
store user account identifiers, user profiles, email addresses,
IM addresses, and/or other network addresses; or the like.
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Data storage 308 may further include program code, data,
algorithms, and the like, for use by a processor, such as
processor 302 to execute and perform actions. In one embodi-
ment, at least some of data store 308 might also be stored on
another component of network device 300, including, but not
limited to processor-readable storage media 328, hard disk
drive 334, or the like.

Applications 314 may include computer executable
instructions, which may be loaded into mass memory and run
on operating system 306. Examples of application programs
may include transcoders, schedulers, calendars, database pro-
grams, word processing programs, Hypertext Transfer Proto-
col (“HTTP”) programs, customizable user interface pro-
grams, [PSec applications, encryption programs, security
programs, SMS message servers, IM message servers, email
servers, account managers, and so forth. Website server 318
and Task Management Server (“TMS”) 320 may also be
included as application programs within applications 314.

Website server 318 may represents any of a variety of
information and services that are configured to provide con-
tent, including messages, over a network to another comput-
ing device. Thus, website server 318 can include, for
example, a web server, a File Transfer Protocol (“FTP”)
server, a database server, a content server, or the like. Website
server 318 may provide the content including messages over
the network using any of a variety of formats including, but
not limited to WAP, HDML, WML, SGML, HTML, XML,
Compact HTML (“cHTML”), Extensible HTML
(“xHTML”), or the like.

TMS 320 may be configured to manage a plurality of tasks
that are distributed across a plurality of nodes. TMS 320 may
perform an impact analysis on the plurality of nudes to deter-
mine an impact of each of the plurality of tasks on each node.
In some embodiments, TMS 320 may determine each storage
drive device (e.g., disks) on one or more participant nodes
with a workload above a maximum threshold and/or below a
minimum threshold, where participant nodes receive storage
drive access requests from initiator nodes. TMS 320 may
employ one or more initiator nodes to dynamically reduce
and/or increase an impact of respective tasks on the initiator
nodes that provided requests to participant nodes that pro-
vided access to the determined storage drive devices. In some
embodiments, TMS 320 may be configured to dynamically
reduce or increase an impact of a task on a node by reducing
or increasing a number of threads executing on that node for
the task. In any event, TMS 320 may employ processes, or
parts of processes, similar to those described in conjunction
with FIGS. 4-8 to perform at some of its actions.

General Operation

The operation of certain aspects of the invention will now
be described with respect to FIGS. 4-8. FIG. 4 illustrates a
logical flow diagram generally showing one embodiment of
an overview process for dynamically reducing an impact of
tasks operating on an initiator node based on a workload of a
storage drive device on a participant node. In some embodi-
ments, process 400 of FIG. 4 may be implemented by and/or
executed on a single network device, such as network device
300 of FIG. 3. In other embodiments, process 400 or portions
of process 400 of FIG. 4 may be implemented by and/or
executed on a plurality of network devices, such as network
device 300 of FIG. 3.

Process 400 begins, after a start block, at block 402, where
a plurality of tasks may be distributed across a plurality of
nodes, such as a cluster of nodes. In one embodiment, distrib-
uting tasks across a plurality of nodes may include providing
at least one thread for at least one received task for processing
on at least one of the plurality of nodes. In some embodi-
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ments, the plurality of tasks may include, but are not limited
to, system tasks, maintenance tasks, and the like. In at least
one of the various embodiments, a task operating on a node
may include one or more whole threads and/or fractional
threads executing on the node. For example, a node may
employ four threads for Task A and one and a half threads for
Task B. However, this example is not to be construed as
limiting or exhaustive, but rather other numbers of nodes,
tasks, tasks per node, and/or threads per task per node may be
employed.

In one embodiment, a node among the plurality of nodes
and/or a separate node may be identified as a coordinator
node. In some embodiments, the coordinator node may be
identified by selfelection, node voting, a pre-designated coor-
dinator node, or the like. The coordinator node may distribute
the plurality of tasks across the plurality of nodes such that at
least a portion of each task may operate on one or more nodes.
In some embodiments, tasks may be initially distributed ran-
domly across the plurality of nodes. In at least one of various
embodiments, the coordinator node may perform an impact
analysis of tasks operating across the plurality of nodes to
distribute new tasks and/or dynamically modify an impact of
current tasks, which is described in more detail below in
conjunction with blocks 406 and 408, and with FIGS. 6, 7,
and 8. In some embodiments, the coordinator node may per-
form the impact analysis randomly, at predetermined times, at
periodic time intervals, or the like, such as, for example, every
20 seconds. In one embodiment, a task on a node may be
modified one time per impact analysis.

In any event, process 400 proceeds to block 404, which is
described in more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 5.
Briefly, however, at block 404, at least one initiator node may
generate and provide at least one request to at least one
participant node. In one embodiment, generating and provid-
ing the at least one request may include employing one of the
plurality of nodes that is currently processing the at least one
thread as an initiator node that is operative to provide at least
one storage drive access request to at least another of the
plurality of nodes that is separately employed as a participant
node that provides access to at least one storage drive device.
Initiator nodes may provide requests to participant nodes
randomly, at periodic time intervals, or the like. In some
embodiments, the request may be a disk request, which may
include read operations, write operations, or the like. As used
herein, the term “disk™ may refer to virtually any storage drive
device, which may include, for example, but is not limited to
hard disk drives, flash drives, solid state memory devices, and
the like. In at least one of the various embodiments, an initia-
tor node may provide the disk request to one or more disks
local to the node and/or to one or more disks on a different
node (i.e., participant nodes).

Continuing to block 406, each disk on each participant
node with a workload above a maximum threshold may be
determined. As used herein, each disk with a workload above
a maximum threshold may be referred to as a “hot disk.” One
embodiment of determining each disk on each participant
node with a workload above a maximum threshold is
described in more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 6.

In at least one of the various embodiments, a coordinator
node may determine a workload of each disk on each node
within the plurality of nodes that is above a predefined maxi-
mum threshold. In one embodiment, determining the work-
load of each disk may be part of an impact analysis, as
described above. In some embodiments, the workload of a
disk may be based on a request wait time, a number of opera-
tions, processor utilization, request completion time, and/or
any combination thereof.
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Thus, in some embodiments, the coordinator node may
determine each disk that includes a request wait time above a
maximum threshold. In one embodiment, the request wait
time may be based on a time requests wait in a queue of a disk
before the disk processes the requests, such as, for example,
an average time in queue, a maximum time in queue, a mini-
mum time in queue, a mode time in queue, and/or a median
time in queue. In other embodiments, the coordinator node
may determine each disk that, includes a total number of
operations for a given period of time that is above a maximum
threshold. In yet other embodiments, the coordinator node
may determine each disk on a node where that node’s pro-
cessor utilization is above a maximum threshold. In some
other embodiments, the coordinator node may determine
each disk that includes a request completion time above a
maximum threshold. In one such embodiment, the workload
may be based on an amount of time a disk takes, and/or is
expected to take, to complete one or more requests.

In some other embodiments, which are described in more
detail below in conjunction with FIG. 7, a coordinator node
may determine each disk on each participant node with a
workload below a predefined minimum threshold. As used
herein, each disk with a workload below a minimum thresh-
old may be referred to as a “cold disk.” Briefly, in some
embodiments, the coordinator node may determine each disk
that includes a request wait time below a minimum threshold.
In other embodiments, the coordinator node may determine
each disk that includes a total number of operations for a
given period of time that is below a minimum threshold.

Asnoted above, the coordinator node may utilize statistical
data from each node to determine a workload of each disk on
each node. In one embodiment, the coordinator node may
query a stats monitor of each node to obtain the statistical
data. In such an embodiment, each node may provide statis-
tical data about each of'its disks to the coordinator node. The
coordinator node may utilize the statistical data to determine
which disks have a current workload above a maximum
threshold and/or below a minimum threshold. In some other
embodiments, each node may individually determine if each
of its disks have a workload above the maximum threshold
and/or below a minimum threshold.

In at least one of various embodiments, each node may
employ a stats monitor to collect and/or store statistical data
about that node. In one embodiment, the stats monitor for a
node may collect and/or store statistical data about each
physical drive on that node. For example, the stats monitor for
node A may collect and/or store a total number of read opera-
tions, a total number of write operations, a total number of
read bytes, a total number of written bytes, a wait time of
requests in queue, or the like, for each disk onnode A. Insome
embodiments, the stats monitor may include a mapping
between a request, an initiator node that provided the request,
a task associated with the request, a disk that received the
request, the corresponding statistical data of the request, and
the like. In one embodiment, this mapping may be imple-
mented using a request tag identifier that uniquely identifies a
request. In one embodiment, the stats monitor may be enabled
to discard old request tag identifiers, maintain specific request
tag identifiers (e.g., for a predetermined amount of time), or
the like.

In one embodiment, the stats monitor may collect and/or
store statistical data for predetermined periods of time, such
as, for example, five second intervals. In some embodiments,
the stats monitor may discard old statistical data when new
statistical data is collected and/or stored. In some other
embodiments, the coordinator node may collect and/or store
the statistical data about each disk on each node.
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In any event, process 400 continues next at block 408,
where an impact of respective tasks on initiator nodes that
provided requests to the determined disks (i.e., hot disks) may
be reduced. Embodiments of block 408 are described in more
detail below in conjunction with FIG. 8. Briefly, however, in
one embodiment, each task and corresponding initiator node
that provided a request to a hot disk may be identified. The
identified initiator nodes may be employed, in some embodi-
ments, to reduce an impact of the identified task operating on
a respective identified initiator node.

In some other embodiments, as described above, each disk
on each participant node with a workload below a minimum
threshold may be determined (i.e., cold disks). In such an
embodiment, each task and corresponding initiator node that
provided a request to a cold disk may be identified. The
identified initiator nodes may be employed, in some embodi-
ments, to increase an impact of the identified task operating
on a respective identified initiator node.

Inone embodiment, an identified initiator node may reduce
or increase an impact of a task by reducing or increasing a
number of threads executing on the identified initiator node
for that task, respectively. A number of threads for a task may
be reduced or increased by whole threads and/or fractional
threads. Reducing a number of threads may include terminat-
ing a currently executing thread, putting a thread to sleep for
apredetermined time, putting a thread to sleep until the num-
ber of threads is increased, or the like. In one embodiment, the
identified initiator node may terminate, end, sleep, and/or
fractionally reduce a thread that initiated a request that was
provided to a hot disk. In another embodiment, an identified
initiator node may reduce an impact of a task by limiting a
number of requests made from the identified initiator node to
a hot disk. However, the invention is not so limited and other
methods of reducing impact may also be employed. In one
non-limiting, non-exhaustive example, parameters to calls
into the kernel (e.g., from a task being processed by the
identified initiator node to a kernel of the identified initiator
node) may be modified, such that, for example, the kernel
may initiate fewer I/O requests at a time, or the like.

In some embodiments, an impact of each task associated
with a hot disk or cold disk may be reduced or increased
proportionally, by a percentage, by different amounts, by
predefined amounts, to a predetermined number of threads, or
the like. In one embodiment, an amount of impact reduction
or increase may be based on an amount a workload exceeds a
threshold. For example, if a request wait time for a disk
exceeds a maximum threshold by 20 percent, then an identi-
fied initiator node may reduce an impact of an associated task
by 20 percent.

In some embodiments, an impact of a task may be reduced
and/or increased based on a predefined impact policy for the
task. In some embodiments, the impact policy for a task may
indicate an amount of impact the task can impose on the
cluster of nodes and/or a single node. In one non-limiting,
non-exhaustive example, a high impact task may be able to
utilize more threads than a low impact task. In one embodi-
ment, the impact policy may include a minimum and/or maxi-
mum number of threads that can be executing for the task
across all nodes in the cluster. In another embodiment, the
impact policy may include a minimum and/or maximum
number of threads that can be executing on a single node. In
at least one of the various embodiments, the impact policy for
a task may be configurable and/or schedulable, such as by an
administrator, user, or the like. In other embodiments, the
impact policy for a task may define an impact reduction
amount and/or an impact increase amount for the task. For
example, an identified initiator node may reduce or increase a
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number of threads for Task A by one thread. As a result, a task
on the identified initiator node may be incrementally
decreased and/or increased.

After block 408, process 400 returns to a calling process to
perform other actions.

FIG. 5 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for an initiator node to generate
and provide a request to a participant node. In some embodi-
ments, process 500 of FIG. 5 may be implemented by and/or
executed on a single network device, such as network device
300 of FIG. 3. In other embodiments, process 500 or portions
of process 500 of FIG. 5 may be implemented by and/or
executed on a plurality of network devices, such as network
device 300 of FIG. 3.

Process 500 begins, after a start block, at block 502, where
a request is generated. In at least one of the various embodi-
ments, a task and/or associated thread on an initiator node
may generate the request. In some embodiments, the request
may be an input/output request, such as, but not limited to a
disk request (e.g., a read request and/or write request). In one
embodiment, the disk request may be to a disk on a same node
and/or a different node than the node generating the request.

Process 500 proceeds to block 504, where the request may
be tagged with an identifier. In some embodiments, tagging
the identifier to the request may include attaching the identi-
fier to the request. In some other embodiments, a thread that
is handling the request may also be tagged with the identifier
to enable the initiator node to identify which tread initiated
the request. In one embodiment, the initiator node may gen-
erate the identifier. In another embodiment, a coordinator
node may generate the identifier and may provide the identi-
fier to initiator nodes for use with subsequent requests from
the initiator nodes.

In at least one of the various embodiments, the identifier
may uniquely identify the request. In one embodiment, the
identifier may include a protocol and unique key to uniquely
identify the request within that protocol. In at least one of the
various embodiments, the protocol may identify the initiator
node generating the request. In one non-limiting, non-ex-
haustive example, the protocol may be network file system
(“NFS”) and an IP address of the initiator node. In another
non-limiting, non-exhaustive example, the protocol may
identify a task and the initiator node. However, these
examples are not to be construed as limiting, and other iden-
tifier may be utilized to identify a request. In one embodi-
ment, the identifier may be five bytes; however, other sizes of
identifier may also be employed.

Continuing to block 506, the request and tagged identifier
may be provided to at least one participant node. In some
embodiments, each participant node may store each received
tag. In one embodiment, the participant node may also store
statistical data associated with the tag (i.e., request), such as,
but not limited to, number of read operations, number of write
operations, number of bytes read, number of bytes written, or
the like, for the corresponding request. In such an embodi-
ment, a stats monitor for the node may collect and/or store the
statistical data, such as described above in conjunction with
block 406 of FIG. 4.

After block 506, process 500 returns to a calling process to
perform other actions.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate logical flow diagrams generally
showing embodiments of processes for determining a proces-
sor workload and a disk workload to modify an impact of
tasks operating on one or more nodes. In some embodiments,
process 600 of FIG. 6 and process 700 of FIG. 7 may be
performed separately or together by a coordinator as part of
an impact analysis of a plurality of tasks distributed across a
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plurality of nodes. In one embodiment, if an impact of a task
on anode is reduced during an impact analysis (e.g., at blocks
608, 610, or 618), then an impact of the same task on the same
node may not be increased during the same impact analysis
(e.g., at blocks 708, 710, or 718), but may be increased or
further reduced during a subsequent impact analysis. Simi-
larly, in another embodiment, if an impact of a task on a node
is increased during an impact analysis (e.g., at blocks 708,
710, or 718), then an impact of the same task on the same node
may not be reduced during the same impact analysis (e.g., at
blocks 608, 610, or 618), but may be reduced or further
increased during a subsequent impact analysis.

FIG. 6 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for determining a processor
workload and a disk workload to reduce an impact of tasks
operating on one or more nodes. In some embodiments, pro-
cess 600 of FIG. 6 may be implemented by and/or executed on
a single network device, such as network device 300 of FIG.
3. In other embodiments, process 600 or portions of process
600 of FIG. 6 may be implemented by and/or executed on a
plurality of network devices, such as network device 300 of
FIG. 3.

Process 600 begins, after a start block, at block 602, where
a node among a plurality of nodes may be selected. In one
embodiment, a coordinator node may randomly select an
initial node. In other embodiments, the coordinator node may
selecta predetermined initial node. Inyet other embodiments,
the selected node may be based on other node specific con-
ditions, such as, but not limited to, if the node is a participant
node.

Process 600 continues at block 604, where a processor load
of the selected node may be determined. In various embodi-
ments, the processor load may be determined based on prior
CPU activities and/or may be based on a prediction and/or
anticipation of future CPU activities. In some embodiments,
the processor load may be based on all tasks executing on the
selected node. In other embodiments, the processor load may
be based on a subset of all tasks executing on the selected
node, such as system and/or maintenance tasks. In one
embodiment, the processor load may be determined based on
an amount of time a processor is executing instructions (i.e.,
CPU utilization). In another embodiment, the processor load
may be determined based on a ratio and/or percentage of a
time the processor is executing instructions compared to a
time the processor is waiting for input/output operations.
However, the invention is not so limited and other methods of
determining a processor load may be employed.

Process 600 proceeds to decision block 606, where a deter-
mination may be made whether the processor load is above a
maximum threshold. In one embodiment, the maximum
threshold may be a predefined amount of CPU time in a given
time interval. In some embodiments, the processor load may
be compared to the maximum threshold to determine if the
processor load is above the maximum threshold. If the pro-
cessor load is above the maximum threshold, then processing
flows to block 608; otherwise, processing flows to block 612.

At block 608, an impact of tasks operating on the selected
node may be reduced. In one embodiment, the coordinator
node may notify the selected node to reduce an impact of the
tasks operating on the selected node. In at least one of the
various embodiments, block 608 may employ embodiments
ot'block 408 of FIG. 4 to reduce an impact of a tasks operating
on the selected node, such as, for example, reducing a number
of'threads executing on the selected node for the task. In some
embodiments, if an impact of a task on the selected node is
reduced atblock 610 or block 618, then an impact of the same
task on the selected node may not be reduced at block 608.
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Process 600 then flows to block 610, which is described in
more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 8. Briefly, how-
ever, at block 610 an impact of tasks associated with disks on
the selected node may be reduced. In one embodiment, the
coordinator node may notify initiator nodes of the tasks asso-
ciated with the disks on the selected node to reduce an impact
of the tasks on the initiator nodes. In at least one of various
embodiments, if an impact of a task on a node is reduced at
block 608 or block 618, then an impact of the same task on the
same node may not be reduced at block 610. Process 600 then
flows to block 612.

Atblock 612, a disk on the selected node may be selected.
In one embodiment, an initial disk on the selected node may
be selected randomly, based on a predefined order, or the like.

Processing then flows to block 614, where a request wait
time may be determined for the selected disk. In some
embodiments, the request wait time may be based on a wait
time of prior requests and/or may be based on a prediction
and/or anticipation of wait time for future requests. In one
embodiment, the request wait time may be an average time, a
maximum time, minimum time, mode time, and/or median
time, a request waits in a queue before being processed by the
selected disk.

Process 600 continues at decision block 616, where a deter-
mination may be made whether the determined request wait
time is above a maximum threshold. In some embodiments,
the request wait time may be compared to the maximum
threshold to determine if the request wait time is above the
maximum threshold. If the request wait time is above the
maximum threshold, then processing may flow to block 618,
otherwise, processing may flow to decision block 620.

In some other embodiments, if the request wait time is
above the maximum threshold, then a determination may be
made whether a total number of operations for a given period
of time for the selected disk is above a predefined maximum
threshold. If the total number of operations is above the pre-
defined maximum threshold, then processing may flow to
block 618; otherwise, processing may flow to block 620.

At block 618 an impact of tasks associated with the
selected disk (i.e., a hot disk) may be reduced, which is
described in more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 8. In
one embodiment, the coordinator node may notify initiator
nodes of the tasks associated with the selected disk to reduce
an impact of the tasks on the initiator node. In at least one of
various embodiments, if an impact of a task on a node is
reduced at block 608 or block 610, then an impact of the same
task on the same node may not be reduced at block 618.

Processing then flows to decision block 620, where a deter-
mination may be made whether to select another disk on the
selected node or not. In one embodiment, each disk on the
selected node may be selected at least once. If another disk is
to be selected, processing loops to block 612 to select another
disk on the selected node; otherwise, processing flows to
decision block 622.

At decision block 622, a determination may be made
whether to select another node or not. In some embodiments,
each node within a cluster of nodes may be selected at least
once. If another node is to be selected, then processing loops
to block 602 to select another node; otherwise, processing
returns to a calling process to perform other actions.

FIG. 7 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for determining a processor
workload and a disk workload to increase an impact of tasks
operating on one or more nodes. In some embodiments, pro-
cess 700 of FIG. 7 may be implemented by and/or executed on
a single network device, such as network device 300 of FIG.
3. In other embodiments, process 700 or portions of process
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700 of FIG. 7 may be implemented by and/or executed on a
plurality of network devices, such as network device 300 of
FIG. 3.

Process 700 begins, after a start block, at block 702, where
anode among a plurality of nodes may be selected. In at least
one of the various embodiments, block 702 may employ
embodiments of block 602 of FIG. 6 to select a node.

Process 700 continues at block 704, where a processor load
of'the selected node may be determined. In at least one of the
various embodiments, block 704 may employ embodiments
of'block 604 of FIG. 6 to determine the processor load of the
selected node.

Process 700 proceeds to decision block 706, where a deter-
mination may be made whether the processor load is below a
minimum threshold. In one embodiment, the minimum
threshold may be a predefined amount of CPU time in a given
time interval. In some embodiments, the processor load may
be compared to the minimum threshold to determine if the
processor load is below the minimum threshold. If the pro-
cessor load is below the minimum threshold, then processing
flows to block 708; otherwise, processing flows to block 712.

At block 708, an impact of tasks operating on the selected
node may be increased. In one embodiment, the coordinator
node may notify the selected node to increase an impact of the
tasks operating on the selected node. In at least one of the
various embodiments, block 708 may employ embodiments
of block 408 of FIG. 4 to increase an impact of a tasks
operating on the selected node, such as, for example, increas-
ing a number of threads executing on the selected node for the
task. In some embodiments, if an impact of a task on the
selected node is increased at block 710 or block 718, then an
impact of the same task on the selected node may not be
increased at block 708.

Process 700 then flows to block 710, which is described in
more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 8. Briefly, how-
ever, at block 710 an impact of tasks associated with disks on
the selected node may be increased. In one embodiment, the
coordinator node may notify initiator nodes of the tasks asso-
ciated with the disks on the selected node to increase an
impact of the tasks on the initiator nodes. In at least one of
various embodiments, if an impact of a task on a node is
increased at block 708 or block 718, then an impact of the
same task on the same node may not be increased at block
710. Process 700 then flows to block 712.

At block 712, a disk on the selected node may be selected.
In at least one of the various embodiments, block 712 may
employ embodiments of block 612 of FIG. 6 to select a disk.

Processing then flows to block 714, where a request wait
time may be determined for the selected disk. In at least one
of'the various embodiments, block 714 may employ embodi-
ments of block 614 of FIG. 6 to determine a request wait time
of the selected disk.

Process 700 continues at decision block 716, where a deter-
mination may be made whether the determined request wait
time is below a minimum threshold. In some embodiments,
the request wait time may be compared to the minimum
threshold to determine if the request wait time is below the
minimum threshold. If the request wait time is below the
minimum threshold, then processing may flow to block 718,
otherwise, processing may flow to decision block 720.

In some other embodiments, if the request wait time is
below the minimum threshold, then a determination may be
made whether a total number of operations for a given period
of time for the selected disk is below a predefined minimum
threshold. If the total number of operations is below the
predefined minimum threshold, then processing may flow to
block 718; otherwise, processing may flow to block 720.
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At block 718 an impact of tasks associated with the
selected disk (i.e., a cold disk) may be increased, which is
described in more detail below in conjunction with FIG. 8. In
one embodiment, the coordinator node may notify initiator
nodes of the tasks associated with the selected disk to increase
an impact of the tasks on the initiator node. In at least one of
various embodiments, if an impact of a task on a node is
increased at block 708 or block 710, then an impact of the
same task on the same node may not be increased at block
718.

Processing then flows to decision block 720, where a deter-
mination may be made whether to select another disk on the
selected node or not. In at least one of the various embodi-
ments, block 720 may employ embodiments of block 620 of
FIG. 6 to determine whether to select another disk or not. If
another disk is to be selected, processing loops to block 712 to
select another disk on the selected node; otherwise, process-
ing flows to decision block 722.

At decision block 722, a determination may be made
whether to select another node or not. In at least one of the
various embodiments, block 722 may employ embodiments
of'block 622 of FIG. 6 to determine whether to select another
node or not. If another node is to be selected, then processing
loops to block 702 to select another node; otherwise, process-
ing returns to a calling process to perform other actions.

FIG. 8 illustrates a logical flow diagram generally showing
one embodiment of a process for identifying and employing
initiator nodes to modify an impact of tasks operating on the
initiator nodes. In some embodiments, process 800 of F1G. 8
may be implemented by and/or executed on a single network
device, such as network device 300 of FIG. 3. In other
embodiments, process 800 or portions of process 800 of FIG.
8 may be implemented by and/or executed on a plurality of
network devices, such as network device 300 of FIG. 3.

Process 800 begins, after a start block, at block 802, where
adiskis selected. In one embodiment, a coordinator node may
select a disk on a participant node. In some embodiments, the
disk may be selected by block 612 of FIG. 6 and/or block 712
of FIG. 7. In at least one of the various embodiments, block
802 may employ embodiments of block 612 of FIG. 6 to
select a disk.

Process 800 continues at block 804, where each task asso-
ciated with the selected disk is identified. In some embodi-
ments, a coordinator node may identify each task based on a
tag that corresponds to requests provided to the selected disk.
As described above, a node (i.e., participant node) associated
with the selected disk may collect and/or store statistical data
about the selected disk, which may, in one embodiment, be
periodically provided to the coordinator node. In one embodi-
ment, the statistical data may include a mapping between the
selected disk and requests provided to the selected disk. Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments, each request may include a
tag that uniquely identifies an initiator node and associated
task that provided the request. Thus, in some embodiments,
the coordinator node may utilize the statistical data collected
and/or stored by a node to identify tasks associated with
requests provided to the selected node.

Process 800 next proceeds to block 806, where initiator
nodes corresponding to the identified tasks are identified. In
some embodiments, a coordinator node may identify each
initiator node based on a tag that corresponds to requests
provided to the selected disk. As described above, in some
embodiments, each request associated with the selected disk
may include a tag that uniquely identifies an initiator node
associated with an identified task that provided the request.
Thus, in some embodiments, the coordinator node may utilize
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the statistical data collected and/or stored by a node to iden-
tify tasks associated with requests provided to the selected
node.

Process 800 proceeds to block 808, where an identified
initiator node may be employed to dynamically modify an
impact of identified tasks operating on its node. In one
embodiment, the coordinator node may notify the identified
initiator node to modify identified tasks operating on the
identified initiator node. In at least one of various embodi-
ments, block 808 may employ embodiments of block 408 of
FIG. 4 to dynamically modify an impact of an identified task
operating on an identified initiator node.

For example, in some embodiments, the impact of an iden-
tified task may be reduced on an identified initiator node, such
as at blocks 610 and/or block 618 of FIG. 6, by reducing a
number of threads executing on the indentified initiator node
for the identified task. In one embodiment, the identified
initiator node may terminate or sleep a thread that provided a
request to the selected disk based on the request tag.

In other embodiments, the impact of an identified task may
be increased on an identified initiator node, such as at block
710 and/or 718 of FIG. 7, by increasing a number of threads
executing on the indentified initiator node for the identified
task.

In any event, process 800 then proceeds to decision block
810, where a determination may be made whether there is
another identified initiator node. In some embodiments, each
initiator node identified at block 806 may be employed to
modify an impact of identified tasks at block 808. If there is
another identified initiator node, then processing loops to
block 808 to perform additional actions; otherwise, process-
ing returns to a calling process to perform other actions.

It will be understood that each block of the flowchart illus-
tration, and combinations of blocks in the flowchart illustra-
tion, can be implemented by computer program instructions.
These program instructions may be provided to a processor to
produce a machine, such that the instructions, which execute
on the processor, create means for implementing the actions
specified in the flowchart block or blocks. The computer
program instructions may be executed by a processor to cause
a series of operational steps to be performed by the processor
to produce a computer-implemented process such that the
instructions, which execute on the processor to provide steps
for implementing the actions specified in the flowchart block
or blocks. The computer program instructions may also cause
at least some of the operational steps shown in the blocks of
the flowchart to be performed in parallel. Moreover, some of
the steps may also be performed across more than one pro-
cessor, such as might arise in a multi-processor computer
system. In addition, one or more blocks or combinations of
blocks in the flowchart illustration may also be performed
concurrently with other blocks or combinations of blocks, or
even in a different sequence than illustrated without departing
from the scope or spirit of the invention.

Accordingly, blocks of the flowchart illustration support
combinations of means for performing the specified actions,
combinations of steps for performing the specified actions
and program instruction means for performing the specified
actions. It will also be understood that each block of the
flowchart illustration, and combinations of' blocks in the flow-
chart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose
hardware-based systems, which perform the specified actions
or steps, or combinations of special purpose hardware and
computer instructions.

Use Case Illustrations

FIGS. 9A and 9B show an embodiment of a use case

illustration of a plurality of tasks distributed across a cluster
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of nodes, where an impact of respective tasks operating on
initiator nodes that provided requests to a disk on a participant
node with a workload above a threshold.

Systems 900A and 900B may include nodes 902-904.
Although not shown, one of nodes 902-904 may be a coordi-
nator node. Nodes 902-904 may each include a stats monitor
(e.g., stats monitor 910) and a plurality of disks. Each stats
monitor may collect and/or store statistical data for a given
node. For example, stats monitor 910 may collect and/or store
statistical data for node 902. Statistical data may include a
total number of read operations, a total number of write
operations, a total number of read bytes, a total number of
written bytes, a wait time of requests in queue, or the like, for
each disk on a respective node. In some embodiments, the
stats monitor may include a mapping between a request, an
initiator node that provided the request, a task associated with
the request, a disk that received the request, and the corre-
sponding statistical data of the request, and the like.

Nodes 902-904 may each include a different plurality of
physical disks. In some embodiments, the number of disks on
each node may be symmetrical or asymmetrical. For
example, as shown node 902 includes three disks, node 903
includes two disks, and node 904 includes four disks.
Although nodes 902-904 each include a disk labeled “Disk
1,” each disk may be a separate physical disk. In some other
embodiments, two or more nodes may share one or more
disks (not shown). However, the invention is not so limiting
and each node may include a different number of disks,
arrangement of disks, or the like.

System 900A may be snapshot of a system after imple-
menting embodiments of blocks 402 and 404 of FIG. 4. For
example, as shown, a plurality of tasks may be distributed
across nodes 902-904. For example, a portion of tasks 906-
908 may be operating on nodes 902-903, while a portion of
tasks 907-908 may be operating on node 904. As described
above, tasks may operate on a single node and/or may be
distributed across a plurality of nodes. Each task may include
one or more threads executing on a given node. For example,
threads 914-915 are executing on node 902 for task 906.

Furthermore, system 900A illustrates requests 922 and
924. For request 922, node 902 may be an initiator node and
node 904 may be a participant node (i.e., node 902 may
provide request 922 to disk 920 on node 904). And for request
924, node 904 may be an initiator node and a participant node
(i.e., node 904 may provide request 924 to disk 920 on node
904).

By employing embodiments described above, such as
blocks 406 and 408 of FIG. 4, disk 920 may be determined to
have a workload above a minimum threshold (i.e., a hot disk).
Further, node 902 may be identified to reduce an impact of
task 906 operating on node 902 because thread 914 initiated
request 922 to disk 920. Similarly, node 904 may be identified
to reduce an impact of task 907 operating on node 904
because thread 916 initiated request 924 to disk 920. One
embodiment illustrating a result of reducing an impact of
respective tasks on initiator nodes that provided requests to
disk 920 is shown in FIG. 9B.

System 900B may be snapshot of a system after imple-
menting embodiments of block 408 of FIG. 4. Node 902 may
reduce an impact of task 906 operating on node 902. In some
embodiments, as shown, node 902 may terminate thread 914
of FIG. 9A. In other embodiments, thread 914 may not be
terminated (not shown), but may be put to sleep such that it is
in a wait mode. In one such embodiment, thread 914 may wait
apredetermined time before continuing to execute. In another
such embodiment, thread 914 may wait and continue to
execute if node 902 increases an impact of task 906 operating
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on node 902. In yet other embodiments, another thread oper-
ating on node 902 for task 906, such as, for example, thread
915 of FIG. 9A, may be terminated, put to sleep, or the like
(not shown), rather than thread 914 of FIG. 9A (i.e., the thread
that provided the request to disk 920).

Similarly, node 904 may reduce an impact of task 907
operating on node 904. In some embodiments, as shown,
node 904 may fractionally reduce thread 916, such as, for
example, by one half. However, other numbers of threads may
be reduced in accordance with embodiments as described
above.

The above specification, examples, and data provide a
complete description of the composition, manufacture, and
use of the invention. Since many embodiments of the inven-
tion can be made without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention, the invention resides in the claims hereinaf-
ter appended.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for managing the processing of tasks over a
network, comprising:

receiving at least one task and assigning the at least one

task to a coordinator node among a plurality of nodes
wherein nodes of the plurality of nodes are distinct com-
puting devices arranged in a cluster interconnected by a
backplane;

provisioning by the coordinator node atleast one thread for

the at least one task for processing on at least one of the
plurality of nodes, wherein a node that is provisioned at
least one thread is deemed an initiator node associated
with the thread;

employing the initiator node to process the at least one task

using the provisioned at least one thread, wherein pro-
cessing the at least one task includes making at least one
storage drive access request to at least another of the
plurality of nodes that is separately employed as a par-
ticipant node that provides access to at least one storage
drive device;

determining by the coordinator node each storage drive

device at each participant node having a workload pro-
cessing access requests that is above a predefined thresh-
old; and

dynamically reducing at least a portion of the at least one

thread on the initiator node that provided the storage
drive access request to each participant node that pro-
vides access to the at least one storage device having the
workload above the predefined threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the storage drive access
request includes a tag that identifies at least the initiator node
and the task.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the workload is based at
least in part on an amount of time that the storage drive access
request waits until it is processed by a storage drive device.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the workload is based at
least in part on a number of operations processed by a storage
drive device.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the workload is based at
least in part on processor utilization of each participant node.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining each storage drive device at each participant

node having a workload processing access requests that
is below a predefined threshold; and

dynamically increasing a number of threads for the at least

one received task processing on the initiator node that
provided the storage drive access request to each partici-
pant node that provides access to the at least one storage
device having the workload below the predefined thresh-
old.
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7. A network device for managing the processing of tasks
over a network, comprising:

a memory for storing data and instructions;

aprocessor that executes the instructions to enable actions,

including:

receiving at least one task and assigning the at least one
task to a coordinator node among a plurality of nodes
wherein nodes of the plurality of nodes are distinct
computing devices arranged in a cluster intercon-
nected by a backplane;

provisioning by the coordinator node at least one thread
for the at least one task for processing on at least one
of the plurality of nodes, wherein a node that is pro-
visioned at least one thread is deemed an initiator
node associated with the thread;

employing the initiator node to process the at least one
task using the provisioned at least one thread, wherein
processing the at least one task includes making at
least one storage drive access request to at least
another of the plurality of nodes that is separately
employed as a participant node that provides access to
at least one storage drive device;

determining by the coordinator node each storage drive
device at each participant node having a workload
processing access requests that is above a predefined
threshold; and

dynamically reducing at least a portion of the at least one
thread on the initiator node that provided the storage
drive access request to each participant node that pro-
vides access to the at least one storage device having
the workload above the predefined threshold.

8. The network device of claim 7, wherein the storage drive
access request includes a tag that identifies at least the initia-
tor node and the task.

9. The network device of claim 7, wherein the workload is
based at least in part on an amount of time that the storage
drive access request waits until it is processed by a storage
drive device.

10. The network device of claim 7, wherein the workload is
based at least in part on at least one of an amount of time a
storage drive device takes to complete the storage drive access
request and an amount of time a storage drive device is
expected to take to complete the storage drive access request.

11. The network device of claim 7, wherein the workload is
based at least in part on a number of operations processed by
a storage drive device.

12. The network device of claim 7, wherein the workload is
based at least in pml on processor utilization of each partici-
pant node.

13. The network device of claim 7, wherein the processor
further enable actions, comprising:

determining each storage drive device at each participant

node having a workload processing access requests that
is below a predefined threshold; and

dynamically increasing a number of threads for the at least

one received task processing on the initiator node that
provided the storage drive access request to each partici-
pant node that provides access to the at least one storage
device having the workload below the predefined thresh-
old.

14. A processor readable non-transitory storage media that
includes instructions for managing the processing of tasks
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with a network device, wherein the execution of the instruc-
tions by a processor enables actions, comprising:

receiving at least one task and assigning the at least one
task to a coordinator node among a plurality of nodes
wherein nodes of the plurality of nodes are distinct com-
puting devices arranged in a cluster interconnected by a
backplane;

provisioning by the coordinator node atleast one thread for
the at least one task for processing on at least one of the
plurality of nodes, wherein a node that is provisioned at
least one thread is deemed an initiator node associated
with the thread;

employing the initiator node to process the at least one task
using the provisioned at least one thread, wherein pro-
cessing the at least one task includes making at least one
storage drive access request to at least another of the
plurality of nodes that is separately employed as a par-
ticipant node that provides access to at least one storage
drive device;

determining by the coordinator node each storage drive
device at each participant node having a workload pro-
cessing access requests that is above a predefined thresh-
old; and

dynamically reducing at least a portion of the at least one
thread on the initiator node that provided the storage
drive access request to each participant node that pro-
vides access to the at least one storage device having the
workload above the predefined threshold.

15. The media of claim 14, wherein the storage drive access
request includes a tag that identifies at least the initiator node
and the task.

16. The media of claim 14, wherein the workload is based
at least in part on an amount of time that the storage drive
access request waits until it is processed by a storage drive
device.

17. The media of claim 14, wherein the workload is based
at least in part on at least one of an amount of time a storage
drive device takes to complete the storage drive access request
and an amount of time a storage drive device is expected to
take to complete the storage drive access request.

18. The media of claim 14, wherein the workload is based
at least in part on a number of operations processed by a
storage drive device.

19. The media of claim 14, wherein the workload is based
at least in part on processor utilization of each participant
node.

20. The media of claim 14, further comprising:

determining each storage drive device at each participant
node having a workload processing access requests that
is below a predefined threshold; and

dynamically increasing a number of threads for the at least
one received task processing on the initiator node that
provided the storage drive access request to each partici-
pant node that provides access to the at least one storage
device having the workload below the predefined thresh-
old.



